PIERCE COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION

Priorities for Fire Safe Communities
1. Recommend the County Council adopt residential fire sprinkler Resolutions, consistent with the published model International Residential Code for 2009 to apply in unincorporated Pierce County.
2. Recommend the County Council adopt a building code amendment Resolution that is fully consistent with the currently proposed language for R302 and Table R302.1; establishing five-feet as the minimum required space from any property setback, and setting requirements for fire and life safety mitigation measures required where this minimum setback is not maintained (see attached for specifics).  The County Council should submit the Resolution to the State Building Code Council for approval.
3. Recommend the County Council adopt Resolutions to require existing Planned Development District (PDD) regulations be applied retro-actively to all SEPA regulated developments currently in the “pipe-line” at any level of SEPA approval, and thereby be required to comply with the existing PDD fire and life safety regulations, most currently adopted in 2006.
4. Recommend the County Council adopt Resolution(s) to require all roadways within Pierce County be public roadways.
5. Recommend the County Council adopt Resolution(s) to require SEPA regulated developments to establish right-of-way and/or road easements to permit “Connectivity” of the applicant development into adjacent developments and/or lands reserved for such purposes.  Connective right-of-way and/or road easements will be reserved for public safety use only and shall meet current gate access/opticom control standards established for Pierce County.
6. The Pierce County Fire Chiefs Association shall launch an effort to educate all stakeholders to appropriate law and national fire industry standards that demand fire departments establish effective fire and life safety response systems.  This effort will seek County Council adoption of Resolutions requiring fire department “level of service” mitigation measures on development in unincorporated Pierce County.
Approved at the May 7, 2009 Pierce County Chiefs Meeting
